PTA General Meeting November 17, 2010

In attendance: Ashley Do, Thuan Nguyen, Fred Janicki, Michael Snyder, Deepak Dobhal, Susan Martin, Bob Martin, Linda Howell, Lake Hajek, Tim Rowe, Andrew Tarpgaard, Eileen Zaenger, Ben Nicholson, Ruben Rodriguez, Susan Lloyd, Cheryl Fischer, Kirsten Milhorn, Mike McDonald, Ed Hammond, Brenda O’Hanlon, Susan Lee, Nancy Potts, Claudia Fiegel, Karen Jacobson, Debbie Liang, Robert Urguhart, Kristin Rodriguez, Fritz Barth, Austin Ives, Jackie Handly, Carole Jeandheur, Rold Muelleri, Mei Seik, Dina LaVey, Michael Trauberman, Karen, Brittanie and Dan Werbel, Melissa Ward, Domenica Rubino, Timothy Kasik, Jim Alverson, Eileen Brown, Shawn Klemic, Kate Klemic, Stephanie Calabrese, Kelly Poort, Suzanna Bowie, Mike Kusic, Shawna Russell, Stephanie Oppenheimer, Peter Oppenheimer, Jeanne Duross, April Rollins, Rachelle Sharrer, Mary Beth Mackinnon,  Mandy Lindly, Maureen McDonnell, Shaun Dakin, Scott Gallaway, Bridget Galllaway, Leslie Gordon, Gina Thacker, Brian Williams, Andy Rankin, Bonnie Games, Scott Games, Eugene Suzuki, Jeff Henrikson, Karen Brewer, Leigh Boldt, Tracy Biggs, Becky Fulgham, Crystal Loutfi, Adham Zibas Loutfi, Jennifer Tabola, Verna Vargas, Ann Marie Wallace, Stephen Wallace, Mary Rezek, Kim Zywicki, Barbara Sauers, Aime Ballard-Wood.
Call to order: 7:09pm
Jeanne Duross, PTA President
Thank you to staff, principals, custodians, and everyone else who helped put this evening together.  Jeanne gave a special thank you to day care staff for staying late and watching the children. 

Business
We voted to approve the October meeting minutes.
Upcoming events
· Restaurant night – Jason Deli December 2nd. Flyers will be sent home via back packs.
· Movie night has been changed from January 7th to TBD due to a MEHMS basketball game.

· Federal employees – it is CFC season and the FCCPS PTA is in the catalog. Contributions are greatly appreciated. 

· Join the PTA!

Greg Rasnake, Elementary schools School Board representative – School board remarks

Mr. Rasnake was unable to attend but sent the following statement to Jeanne Duross to read aloud:
This week, the City of Falls Church will take a significant step forward to address school facilities and growth in our student population.  The School Board, City Council, and Planning Commission, with support from the Long Range Financial Planning Work Group, have unanimously agreed to pursue a federal Qualified School Construction Bond, or QSCB.  The City's plan is to use this money to expand and renovate Thomas Jefferson Elementary School. 
QSCB is a federal program, available through the federal stimulus act, that let's school districts borrow money at a zero-percent interest rate for school construction needs.  Special priority is given for school expansion, the elimination of trailers, and Internet connectivity, three issues that the School Board will be dealing with in its application.  Virginia has $229 million to distribute to its school divisions. 
TJ will be the first of the City's schools to hit capacity, currently projected to happen during the 2012-2013 school year.  The School Board intends to use the QSCB to expand the size of the TJ cafeteria and add approximately 12 classrooms to the current facility.  We would also look to remove some of the trailers from the site, while ensuring that TJ has access to wireless Internet. 

To accomplish this, we are seeking a $5.95 million QSCB bond from the state.  Applications are due November 19, and a decision is expected by the end of December.  If successful, our intent is to break ground at TJ in 2012, with all construction completed for the 2013-2014 school year. 

The expansion of TJ is part of the School Board's longer term intention to move fifth grade from MEH to TJ.  In doing so, we would then be able to move eighth grade to MEH, helping address the capacity issues we will face at George Mason High School in 2013-2014. 

We are still in the planning stages of the project, but all parties have agreed to the following, should we win a QSCB bond:    

· We will right size the TJ cafeteria to meet the needs of our growing student population

· We will add 12 classrooms to the school, both to accommodate growth in grades 2-4 and the possible relocation of fifth grade to the site

· We will remove some of the trailers currently used as classrooms on the site

· We will establish a public-private partnership that establishes wireless Internet for the school, while also providing free Wi-Fi for all of the City's low-income students

 

As part of our commitment, Falls Church City Public Schools has agreed to pay the debt service on the QSCB bond for the first three years.  This will be done through carry-forward and other budget decisions on the school side, and will not be additional debt paid by the City in the next few years.  The School Board will also work with the City Council to revise the school facilities needs currently identified in the CIP to reflect this new project and its impact on other long-term needs.

 

We continue to work through some of the details of our plan, and expect to continue to finalize and fine tune the work plan in the coming weeks and months.  But City leadership is unanimous in its support for this scope and our pursuit of these funds now, in 2010, so we can act quickly to meet our needs.

 

The School Board Facilities Advisory Working Group will continue to work on this issue, as well as other long-term facilities issues for the City.  I cannot stress enough how significant this week's action is.  Even in these difficult budget times, the City Council, Planning Commission, and School Board have stood together, speaking in one voice on the needs for our schools and our kids.  And the support from the Long-Range Financial Planning Work Group has been invaluable.  We all recognize the acute school facilities needs facing the city.  This week, we have all agreed to work together to address these needs.  I want to personally thank every member of Council and the Planning Commission for their actions and their support of the Falls Church City Schools.

 
Presentation: Dr. Gloria Guba ,Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Guba discussed how math is an integral part of everything we do. She explained how, as parents, the biggest risk factor to creating a math deficiency is our own anxiety about it. She thanked the parents attending for being outstanding partners with the educators. Dr. Guba read from a book: T is for Teacher, specifically the M is for Math section. Math proficiency is much needed in our world today. 

Debbie Spring  – Math Specialists

Suzanne Williamson – Math Support

Ms. Spring and Ms. Williamson explained how Smart boards are used for math. They also discussed how math games are not just something we do at school. There are many ways you can show your kids math. Elapsed time, distance, and lots of other every day uses. Cooking is a good way. You can demonstrate capacity, fractions. 

Business portion adjourned at 7:21pm

