








Falls Church City Outdoor Classroom Contact Information

TJ Coordinators: Mt. Daniel Coordinators:
Ann Divecha (divecha@cavtel.net or 703.532.4921)
Christine Nowroozi (cnowroozi@aol.com or 730.532.7498)

Jackie Handly (paul.jacqui@cox.net or 703.532.2348)
Lisa Ferguson (fergubucci@juno.com) or 703.237.3433)

Falls Church City
Outdoor Classroom

Family Newsletter Creating Outdoor Learning Spaces and Experiences for Falls Church City Elementary Students Fall 2007

Outdoors at TJ
A summer and early autumn of con-

tinued crop growth in TJ’s raised garden 
beds have left students with plenty to 
touch, observe, and harvest this fall. 

Through both formal “scavenger 
hunt” lesson time and informal walks 
around the raised beds of the Outdoor 
Classroom, returning TJ students have 
been able to enjoy the fruits of last year’s 
labor — from the corn, beans, and 
squash of the 2nd-grade Three Sisters 
Garden to the pumpkins and gourds 
climbing the 3rd-grade pumpkin trellis 
and the remaining Monticello Garden 
crops (especially cotton!) that were 
planted by last year’s 4th-grade students. 

TJ’s newest students — the 2nd-
grade classes — have also been out-
side fi nding and identifying crops and 
anticipating the planting projects they’ll 
enjoy later this year. And in a new twist 
to the Outdoor Classroom’s offerings, 
classes in each grade have been harvest-
ing tomatoes and peppers from TJ’s new 
Salsa Garden and tasting and conversing 
(in Spanish!) about homemade salsa.

Principal Trudy Taylor and staff 
Outdoor Classroom coordinator Ann 
Divecha are working with other staff to 
implement the Schoolyard Master Plan 

developed last year. Their cur-
rent focus: an amphitheater and 
a storyteller’s chair that can be 
enjoyed for an array of activities 
and lessons.

On the docket for this month 
and next, in addition to harvest-
ing-centered activities: Weather 
and Wind Observations for the 
2nd grade, a bring-it-to-life Solar 
Energy Lesson for the 3rd grade, 
and a popular outdoor lesson on 
Bird Migration and Wetlands for 
the 4th grade.

TJ’s Outdoor Classroom Committee 
will also hold a Fall “Work Party” on 
Sat. Oct. 20 at 2-4 pm to clear and pre-
pare the garden beds for winter, and tend 
to a few other vital tasks (Raindate: Sat. 
Oct. 27 at the same time). Please come 
with your children and make a valuable 
contribution while enjoying the outdoors! 
Participation will count as an EarthWatch 
activity.

Thank you to a dedicated group of 
parent volunteers who have stepped up to 
serve as grade-level Outdoor Classroom 
coordinators: Lynn Wagner and Jen-
nifer Cipriano in the 2nd grade, Gina 
Leach and Lisa Ferguson in the 3rd 
grade, and Stephanie Corrao and Jeff 
Williamson and in the 4th grade. 

Thank you as well to all of the gener-
ous parents who have offered their time 
to serve as classroom coordinators for 
each of TJs classrooms, to our teachers 
for their continued and growing interest 
in outdoor learning, and (in advance!) 
to all those parents who are able to help 
with this fall’s outdoor lessons. The Out-
door Classroom — and all that it brings 
our children--thrives with your interest 
and involvement! 

We also would like to thank Sisler 
Stone in Falls Church City for donating 
the sand that helped fi ll a new digging 
area near the playground. 

Tell Your Children
The “rock” that sits to the right of TJ’s front 
walkway, amongst the ferns, is actually a 
petrifi ed tree stump! The City secured the 
petrifi ed tree back in the 1980s when the 
Smithsonian offered surplus fossils to inter-
ested organizations. The stump dates back to 
the middle Tertiary period of geologic time, 
which means that it could be between 20 
and 40 million years old!

TJ’s Outdoor Classroom Committee will 
hold a Fall “Work Party” on Sat. Oct. 
20 at 2-4 pm to clear and prepare the 
garden beds for winter, and tend to 
a few other vital tasks (Raindate: Sat. 
Oct. 27 at the same time). Please come 
with your children and make a valu-
able contribution while enjoying the 
outdoors! Participation will count as an 
EarthWatch activity.

Students examine insects living on a tree 
stump during their recess.

Children in TJ’s Day Care program were 
among the many students who enjoyed 
harvesting and tasting vegetables from 
the 4th-grade Monticello Gardens late last 
spring. The big attaction in the gardens this 
fall: cotton.
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Outdoors at Mount Daniel
Thanks to the Spring ’06 Home 

and Garden Tour and the Falls Church 
Elementary PTA, the Mount Daniel 
Outdoor Classroom programs have 
brought indoor teaching outside with les-
sons in science, literature, and mathemat-
ics. Now that Mount Daniel’s building 
expansion is completed, staff and parents 
are also excited to focus on expanding the 
Outdoor Classroom. 

Mount Daniel’s lessons provide 
fun activities for the students as well 

as helping prepare them for the 
Standards of Learning exams 
(SOLs). 

Plans are being made for the 
kindergartners to plant winter 
rye grass in Danny’s Outdoor 
Classroom (Danny, the purple 
hippopotamus, is the school mas-
cot). The fi rst graders will plant 
tulip bulbs this fall, and plans are 
underway for all students to plant 
a storybook garden this spring, 
possibly with a Peter Rabbit 
theme.

Parents from each classroom 
teach these preplanned lessons, so please 
let Jackie Handly know if you would 
like to help teach the lesson to your 
child’s class. 

The fi rst step to expanding the Out-
door Classroom is to develop a master 
plan with help from Nancy Striniste, 
who also helped TJ with its Outdoor 
Classroom plan. Among many qualifi -
cations, Ms. Striniste holds a graduate 
certifi cate in landscape design from 
George Washington University; she 

specializes in outdoor learning spaces 
for children. 

School leaders and staff are working 
to coordinate the two school gardens so 
they each cover unique outdoor learning 
experiences.

Mount Daniel will be holding a 
design workshop on October 21 from 
1:30 to 2:30 pm where teachers, school 
staff, families, community members and 
students can share their vision for the 
Outdoor Classroom at Mount Daniel. 
All ideas are welcome! 

Mount Daniel will be holding a 
design workshop on October 21 
from 1:30 to 2:30 pm where teach-
ers, school staff, families, community 
members and students can share 
their vision for the Outdoor Class-
room at Mount Daniel. All ideas are 
welcome!

Mount Daniel students plant bulbs in the tulip garden.

The Fall Book Fair at TJ Begins on October 22
Book Fair Schedule — Week of Oct. 22

Monday and Tuesday: Children view the books during 
school and prepare wish lists that are sent home.

Tuesday and Wednesday Evenings: Family Buy Days 
and opportunity to purchase books for your child’s 
classroom library, 5:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday and Thursday Daytime: Children may 
purchase books from parent-approved wish lists during 
open buy times.

Friday: Make up Buy Day, 8:45 a.m.-9:45 a.m.

Note: Mount Daniel families are welcome (and en-
couraged) to come to the TJ Book Fair. The selection 
of books will include many that are appropriate for 
grades K-1. 

If you have any questions, or if you would like to 
volunteer (volunteers are always welcome!), please 
contact: Tammy Gorman (703-536-4672, tggorman@
yahoo.com), Charlotte Hyland (703-237-6993, 
rmiller15@cox.net), or Sue Neuhart (703-533-8469, 
neuhart-kelly@verizon.net). 

It’s Book Fair season at TJ! Bookworm Plantation will 
again offer hundreds of reasonably priced books and 
gift items for sale. A Bookworm Plantation newsletter 
will be sent home soon so you may preview some of 
this year’s selections. 

Be sure to look for your child’s teacher’s “Wish List” 
of books for the classroom, which will be posted in the 
library during the Book Fair. Purchases for the Teacher 
Wish Lists are 100% tax deductible, while personal 
purchases are 25% tax deductible (be sure to get your 
receipt from the cashier). This is a wonderful opportu-
nity to enrich our children’s lives with great literature 
while enhancing the classroom libraries (and a great 
way to get some holiday shopping done). As always, 
profi ts from the Book Fair will be used to purchase new 
library materials.

If you returned a “Volunteer Request” fl ier, we will 
contact you shortly 
with your assigned 
dates and times to help. 
Many, many thanks in 
advance! This event is 
not possible without all 
the parent volunteers.
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Surbhi Ashton, Catherine Beddow, Laurie Clark, Jodi Donley, Heather Frank, Jill 
Nystrom, Alane O’Neill, and Megan Schlitt for baking goodies for the kindergar-
ten coffees.

Jen Short for running the highly successful Info Fair.

Katherine McGuire for helping parents register their grocery cards so that our schools get this free money!

Elizabeth Friel and Tom Clinton for organizing the Ice Cream Social. Tom Clinton, Robin Gardner, Bridget and Fred Janicki, Susan 
Johnson, Chrisie King, Phyllis Kravinsky, Carol Luftur-Thun, Teresa Morris, Mary McDonald, Alane O’Neill, Melissa Rogers, Shareem 
Smith, Melissa Teates, and Bob Thun for scooping up ice cream.

Ann Anderson and Lisa Henderson for organizing our schools’ Room Parents. 

Alane O’Neill for organizing Picture Day at Mount Daniel. Cheryl Foley, Kirsten Holtz, Seema Khandhar, and Ellen McRae for 
keeping our Mount Daniel children organized and adorable for their yearbook pictures.

Kate Nesson & Carol Sly for working on membership and directories.

Terri Tornell for organizing fabulous assemblies for the 2007-08 school year.

Debbie Schantz-Hiscott for going through all the volunteer forms and passing along the committee lists to each of the chairpersons.

Fall Fundraising and All-Year Fundraising
Some PTA fundraisers provide money for specific 
programs, like the Book Fairs (for the libraries) and the 
Home and Garden Tour (for the Outdoor Classrooms). 
In addition, the PTA raises money during the year to 
fund our many other projects, such as the Fine Arts as-
semblies, the 4th grade memory books, and money giv-
en to the schools to be used directly in the classrooms.

Fundraising That Costs Nothing Extra
You can help your schools and the PTA while you shop 
for groceries. A percentage of your grocery purchases 
are contributed to our school when you link your store 
card to our school code. You need to re-link with each 
store for 2007-08. Here are the web links and the ID 
numbers for the schools:

Giant — Mount Daniel: 01935, TJ: 01938 — www.giant-
food.com/aplus/pin_aplus.htm

Harris Teeter — Mount Daniel: 5097; TJ: 5098 — www.
harristeeter.com

Safeway (via e-Scrip) — Mt. Daniel: 2237; TJ: 2238 
— www.escrip.com

Contact Katherine McGuire at kackymcguire@hotmail.
com if you need assistance in signing up.

Fundraising That Takes Little Time and Effort
The Falls Church Elementary PTA is participating in the 
Combined Federal Campaign where federal employees 
can make charitable contributions via payroll deduc-
tions. As federal employees make contributions this 
year, please consider donating to the Elementary PTA, 
a non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Our CFC number 
is 7124 and we can be found in the local organization 
section of the brochure.

Fundraising That Provides Really Cool Presents
This fall TJ and Mount Daniel will again be involved 
in the art fundraiser using original student artwork. 
Families will have the opportunity to order fun and 
functional personalized gifts and stationery items from 
art made by your child. You will soon receive your 
child’s drawing created during the scheduled art cur-
riculum, and you will have the opportunity to review 
the products and order at that time. This year the 
company name has changed because 
of copyright issues, to Niftydoodle. 
Some new products like mouse pads 
will be offered this year in addition to 
last year’s offerings.

A portion of the proceeds from each 
item will go to the Elementary PTA. 
There is no obligation to order and 
all artwork will be returned at the end of the program. 
Some great artwork and more information will be com-
ing your way soon.

Fundraising That Outfits Your Children
Forms for Spiritwear will be coming home soon from 
Mount Daniel and TJ (if they have not already). There are 
a lot of really neat styles and designs this year, so stock 
up on both fall and spring clothes for your children.

Fundraising That Expands Your Palette
The Let’s Cook! cookbook will be completed soon. Check 
your child’s backpack for more information and order 
forms for this wonderful cookbook full of our children’s 
artwork, anecdotes, and recipes from over 150 contribu-
tors. Cookbooks will be delivered in time for holiday 
gift-giving.
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Head Lice — How To Get Rid of Them Quickly and Completely
In recent years, there have been recurrent incidences 
of head lice in our elementary schools. In an effort to 
address this, here is information and suggestions for 
treatment.

Head lice are tiny, wingless, greyish-tan insects that 
live and breed in human hair. The eggs, called nits, are 
easier to see than the lice themselves and are usually 
found attached to hair shafts close to the scalp behind 
the ears and on the back of the head. Nits cannot be 
washed away like dirt or dandruff. Head lice can only 
survive for about a day without a human host and can-
not live on family pets.

To prevent further spread in the school, this condition 
should be treated at once. Below are some recommenda-
tions given below.

Treatment and Family Inspections:
Several non-prescription treatments, such as shampoo 
and a louse comb, are on the market to eliminate lice 
and their eggs. Please consult your doctor or pharma-
cist for his/her recommendation.

After shampooing, the nits and lice must be manually 
removed from the hair using a louse comb. Hair should 
be cleaned and well-combed or brushed to remove 
tangles first. Comb down the hair shaft toward the scalp 
to break the egg from the ‘glue.’ Clean the louse comb 
frequently. Sit behind the child and use a suitably bright 
light (and magnification if available), to inspect and 
comb through the hair, a small section at a time. Repeat 
until no more eggs or active lice are observed.

Relatives and other close contacts outside the school 
should be notified. The school nurse will screen all close 

contacts in the school. Parents of the classmates will 
receive a letter informing them of a potential exposure 
to head lice. 

Additional Control Measures:
Wash (desired temperature 130°F) all clothing, towels, 
and bed linens used by all persons with head lice. Then 
dry on the hot cycle for at least 20 minutes. Vacuum-
ing is the best way to remove lice or fallen hairs with 
attached nits from upholstered furniture, rugs, stuffed 
animals, and cars. Combs and brushes should be soaked 
in hot water (at least 130°F) for 5 to 10 minutes after 
each use.

Return to School and Retreatment
Your child must be accompanied by a parent upon 
return to school. He/she will be readmitted to school 
after treatment is judged to have been effective by the 
Clinic Aide or other school personnel. The child will be 
rechecked again in one week.

For more information, see the full document on our 
Web site at http://www.fallschurchpta.org/resources/
HeadLiceGuidance.doc.

Fine Arts Assemblies
The Falls Church Elementary PTA is very excited about 
our upcoming assemblies. Please join us in the month of 
October when we host Megan Hicks. Showtimes are Oct. 
24 at 9:30 at Mount Daniel and Oct. 31 at 9:00 and 10:00 
at TJ. Parents and siblings are always welcome. For a list of 
assemblies throughout the year, please visit the PTA website 
at http://www.fallschurchpta.org/pta-committee.html.

The Advocate is Going Electronic in November
This will be the last hard-copy version of The Advocate. Beginning with the November issue, the newsletter will be  
e-mailed to families. If you would like to have The Advocate e-mailed to you, please fill out this form and return it in 
your child’s backpack by October 19. (Or you can e-mail this same information to the editor at sclaurie@aol.com.)

Parent’s Name:______________________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail address:______________________________________________________________________________________

Second e-mail address*:_ _____________________________________________________________________________

As always, The Advocate will also be available online at www.fallschurchpta.org. 

If you do not have e-mail access, please contact Laurie Clark at 703-237-6637.


