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From the President

Kathleen Donovan

INVITATION
Ifyou are a dreamer, come in.
Ifyou are a dreamer, a wisher, a liar,
A hope-er, a pray-er, a magic bean buyer . . .
Ifyou’re a pretender, come sit by my fire,
For we have some flax golden tales to spin.
Comein!
Comein!

Shel Silverstein

One of my very favorite things about becoming a parent
was the chance to curl up with children’s books again.
It has been magical sharing stories from my childhood
with my children, and following them to enchanting
new places like Hogwarts and Alagaesia. This month,
our schools will celebrate Read Across America with
special events planned at both T] and Mount Daniel,
our first graders will be involved in the Reading Incen-
tive Program, and we will also host our Spring Book
Fair at Mount Daniel. Many of us are undoubtedly
aware of the significant benefits of reading to young
children and the support that lends to the development
of literacy skills. As children begin to read on their

own, research shows that adults typically spend less
time reading aloud to them. However, there are many
continued benefits to reading aloud, even with our
older elementary age students. Reading aloud promotes
vocabulary development, attention spans, fluency, and
provides opportunities for children to be exposed to
increasingly sophisticated plots and story lines. It also
models our interest in reading and helps form lifelong
habits. For those of you who may be spending time each
week driving to and from children’s varied activities,
our local public library has many wonderful books on
tape that may help pass the time, and become a terrific
family pastime.

In addition to reading stories and books, the activi-
ties we share with our children are building their own

March PTA Meeting

Please mark the date for the next PTA Meeting: March 2 st
in the T] Library.

childhood anthologies. March brings us many terrific
memory-making opportunities, especially our brand
new “Family Party” on March 24th! Rob Duffett, our
Family Party chair, has planned an amazing evening

at the Community Center that no family will want to
miss! Activities will include popular songs and dances,
teacher karaoke, and a light show that promises to
outshine those found even in the hippest clubs in D.C.
or New York City! This will be not only a great opportu-
nity for our children, but for all of us to create a memo-
rable evening with our elementary PTA Community.
Christina Goodwin and Kathy Washa have been hard at
work preparing for our Class Basket Auction that will
take place at the beginning of the evening, and Linda
Garlet will organize pizza sales to fund our fourth grade
“Moving Up” event. So, mark your calendars, save the
date, and get your dancing shoes ready ... this is an
evening not to be missed!

Have a great March, enjoy Spring Break, and spin some
wonderful tales with your family this month!

Mark Your Calendars
Mar. 5-8 — Spring Book Fair at Mount Daniel

Mar.6 — Mount Daniel Parent
Orientation, 7:30 pm

Mar.7 —  T] Principal’s Coffee, 8:45 am
Mar. 12 — Professional Day, Schools Closed

Mar. 17 — Odyssey of the Mind competition
Mar.20 — MD Principal’s Coffee, 9:30 am

Mar. 2] — Ziva’s Spanish Dance Ensemble assembly, MD,
9:30 am

PTA Meeting, T] Library, 7:00 pm

Mar.24 — Family Party and Class Basket Raffles, Community
Center, 6:00-9:00 pm

Mar. 28 — Ziva’s Spanish Dance Ensemble assembly, T},
9:00 am and 10:00 am

Fourth Grade Music Performance, GMHS, 7:00 pm
Mar.29 — First Grade Musical, GMHS, 7:30 pm
Mar. 30 — Professional Day, Schools Closed
Apr. 2-6 — Spring Break, Schools Closed

For a full 2006-07 PTA calendar, go to
http://www.fallschurchpta.org/pta-calendar.html
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News from TJ
Trudy Taylor, Principal

I believe that we have received all of our winter weather
in the past two weeks and I think everyone is ready for
spring to begin. One sure sign that spring is around the
corner is the arrival of our Read Across America cel-
ebration. Next week, over 30 community readers will

be sharing books with our students. It is always so nice
for the children to see how much the important adults
in their lives love books. We will also have a new event
next Thursday — a parade throughout the school for
each grade level to show off their favorite book char-
acters by either dressing as their favorite character or
wearing a book board to illustrate their favorite charac-
ter. We will finish the week with our traditional staff skit
on Friday afternoon that this year will be McElligot’s
Pool. It should be a fun week for everyone as we pay
tribute to Dr. Seuss.

We had a very fun event at the beginning of February
when our second graders had a sharing assembly to
show off the integration of both music and art into their
studies. It was wonderfully received by the parents that

were able to attend. Thanks to the parents, the children
were able to have cookies and juice afterwards to cel-
ebrate their efforts.

This second grade program is part of a bigger pro-
gram that has taken place on a regular basis at TJ for
the past two years. Each quarter a grade level has an
enrichment time or arts integration with either health
instruction from the PE teachers or extra art, music,
or Spanish time that is integrated into the existing
curriculum in either Science, Social Studies, Language
Arts, or Math. It is a way for us to provide more of
these valuable experiences while enriching the exist-
ing curriculum.

We will be receiving the final draft of our Outdoor
Classroom grounds proposal soon. Nancy Striniste, our
consultant, has done an excellent job of taking the ideas
she received from students, teachers, and parents and
has created what will be a plan for us to develop over
the coming years. We will find a prominent place to dis-
play the final copy of the plan so that everyone can stop
by to see it and help us determine which facet to begin
developing this spring. Now comes the fun part when
we begin to make the ideas come alive.

Assemblies

The Falls Church Elementary PTA invites you to join

us in March when we host Ziva’s spanish Dance En-
semble. They will introduce Spanish history, geography,
and culture using pictures, maps, music, and dance.
Showtimes are March 21 at 9:30 at Mount Daniel and
March 28 at 9:00 and 10:00 at TJ. Parents and siblings
are always welcome. For a list of assemblies throughout
the year, please visit the PTA website at http:/ /www.
fallschurchpta.org/pta-committee.html and click on
Fine Arts Assemblies.

Screenings for Preschool Children

A Child Find Day is held from 1:30-3:30 pm on the first
Wednesday of every month at Mount Daniel throughout
the school year. Parents may have their children screened
for suspected delays in speech/language, fine and/or
gross motor skills, cognitive abilities, and daily living
skills. Those children identified as eligible may receive
special education services through Falls Church City
Public Schools. Child Find is an opportunity for children
with special needs to receive early intervention services.

Parents with concerns regarding the development of
their preschool age child (two years old by Sept. 30,
2006) may contact Ann Gordon, Child Find Coordinator,
703-248-5650, to discuss their concerns and schedule an
appointment for the next Child Find Day.

International Dinner

The 19th Annual George Mason High School Interna-
tional Dinner will be held on March 7, 2007, at 6:30 pm
in the George Mason Cafeteria “Mustang Cafe.” Please
come and bring an international dish to share with
other families at the dinner.

In addition, the GM International Cookbook will be on
sale at the dinner. All proceeds will benefit the FCCPS/
Kokolopori Partnership.

This event is sponsored by the GMHS International
Club, the GMHS Foreign Language and ESOL Depart-
ments, and the GMHS Parent Teacher Student Associa-
tion (PTSA).

The Advocate is the newsletter of the Falls Church Elementary PTA,
which supports Thomas Jefferson Elementary, 601 S. Oak St.,
Falls Church,VA 22046, 703-248-5660; and Mount Daniel Elementary,
2328 N. Oak St., Falls Church,VA 22046, 703-248-5640.

Laurie S. Clark, Editor (703-237-6637)

Correspondence for The Advocate should be sent to the Editor,
c/o Elementary PTA, Thomas Jefferson Elementary School,
601 S. Oak St., Falls Church,VA 22046
Articles for The Advocate should be submitted by e-mail to
sclaurie@aol.com
00 00 0000000000000 0 0000000000000 00000O0CO0COCN
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News from Mount Daniel
Kathy Halayko, Principal

March is a busy month at Mount Daniel. We

will welcome spring with a performance of the First
Grade Show just before spring break. “A Better You,

A Better Me” will be sure to delight and inspire fami-
lies and friends on March 29 at 7:30 pm when the first
graders present their memorable characters and songs.
Under the creative musical leadership of Mount Daniel
music teacher Jamie Dean, students will share their feel-
ings about responsibility, respect, kindness, and trust
from their own unique first grade perspective.

The Mount Daniel Book Fair will be held during the
week of March 5-9 in the Mount Daniel library. We hope
you will have a chance to visit the daytime or evening
sales during that week. Please see further details below.

Ice and snow have not prevented kindergarten and first
graders from participating in some of their favorite field
trips. The kindergartners have enjoyed the study of archi-
tecture, stained glass windows, history, and sculpture with
a docent-guided tour of the National Cathedral. Upon their
return, students created their own stained glass windows
that will hang in our classrooms during the spring.

First graders invited several fortunate Mount Daniel
staff members, including Mrs. Halayko, Mr. Sonny, Mrs.
Gadell, and Mrs. Ball, to join them in a trip to the Unit-
ed States Capitol. Their tour with Senate staff members
from Wyoming helped first graders identify symbols of
our country throughout the Capitol building. A high-
light of the trip for students was the underground train
ride from the Senate offices to the Capitol building.

There have been several informative and entertaining
meetings for parents at Mount Daniel recently. The Janu-
ary Principal’s Coffee focused on reading development in
young children. Kathi Bakin, Reading Specialist, and Carol
Monsess, first grade teacher and Language Arts Curricu-
lum Resource teacher, shared their knowledge of the bal-
anced literacy approach used to teach reading. Mrs. Juanita
Briscoe, testing coordinator for FCCPS, joined twenty-five
parents in February to discuss the Cognitive Abilities Test

Ecology Club Wish List

The T Ecology Club is in need of several pair of kids rub-
ber boots, size |-6, to use on field trips in streams and
muddy areas. For certain field trip days, the students need
to wear boots and there are always some kids

who forget and then they're left out of some of

the fun. If you have any boots you can donate,

please contact Ann Divecha at 703-532-

4921 or divecha@cavtel.net.

taken by first graders in October of each year. Parents also
enjoyed a Principal’s Coffee in February that focused on
the annual Reading Incentive Program for first graders.
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the PTA for the
incentives provided to the students for reading during our
program. Danny is on a trip to the outer reaches of space,
and the students are reading feverishly to ensure his return
to Mount Daniel this month.

The Mount Daniel Outdoor Classroom Committee has
invited landscape architect Nancy Striniste to discuss
the possibilities for expanding learning opportunities
around the school yard. The Outdoor Classroom Com-
mittee invites you to a meeting on Wednesday, March
21 at 1:30 in the Mount Daniel conference room. Please
call the school if you wish come and hear more about
the Mount Daniel Outdoor Classroom.

Mount Daniel will be at its shining best on Wednesday,
May 2. This day will be a busy one for us as we welcome
prospective kindergartners and their parents to kindergar-
ten registration and an opportunity to visit a kindergarten
classroom. In addition, another very special event is on
the Mount Daniel calendar for that evening. Please join us
on Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30 pm for the Dedication of the
New Wing at Mount Daniel. After a short program and re-
freshments, teachers and students will proudly share their
new classrooms with you. Stay tuned for more details.

PTA Spring Book Fair at

Mount Daniel, March 5-9 Arrives!
The Spring Book Fair is here! From March 5-9, several

hundred books — including a number of titles that will
interest upper elementary students — will be on display
in the Mount Daniel Library. On Monday and Tuesday,
the children at Mount Daniel will have an opportunity to
look at the books and list their favorites on a “wish list.”
The list will be sent home with an order form.

Parents can order books by sending their child’s wish list
back to school. Parents can also visit the Mount Daniel
Library during a sale time to look at and purchase books.
Evening sales will take place Tuesday and Wednesday
evening from 5:30-8:30 pm. Story time for younger chil-
dren will happen throughout the evening sales in order to
assist in your shopping experience! Don’t forget — there
will be books of interest to the whole family! Books will be
available for cash and carry or with only a short wait for
delivery through your student.

The Spring Book Fair at Mount Daniel is a PTA-sponsored
fundraiser. All profits from the sale go directly to the
elementary libraries to purchase new books. For ques-
tions, contact Chris Cook at 703-237-0113 or wizcooks-
va@verizon.net or Debbie Schantz-Hiscott at 703-534-
3374 or dshiscott@cox.net.
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Just Warming Up

Kieran Sharpe, School Board Liaison

The School Board’s strategic plan that was adopted last
June now looks similar to baseball’s spring training — a
warm up for championship pursuits over a long season.
Consider three examples.

First, the Board’s proposed 2007-08 budget includes hefty
increases in pay for teachers at entry level and for the
first few years in our system. But this is just the warm up.
Through April, we'll work with the Council and com-
munity to show why this investment is great strategy in a
tight budget year for advancing our system’s premier sta-
tus. We'll also begin to envision longer-term investments
that can sustain our premier rank in years ahead.

Second, the Board has resolved to offer after-school and
Saturday classes for many middle schoolers and to increase
summer school enrollment at all levels. Within the next
month, parents should receive notice about the prospect

of “mandatory” summer school for at least some students.
But this is just the warm up. In months to come, we’'ll be
working with all facets of the school community to deter-
mine how this will be implemented, what added chances
we'll provide for voluntary summer “enrichment” and
how we'll follow up in coming years with intensified use of
data and revised programs and evaluations to drive further
improvements in student achievement for all.

Third, the Board has passed new fees for summer day
care. The overall average increase is 20 percent, and with
this, the summer program is likely to achieve indepen-
dent full funding. But this is just the warm up. Added

discussions will look at whether it’s best to widen eligi-
bility for elementary day care and ways to better inte-
grate day care with such things as academics, music and
clubs. In cooperation with City Council, we’ll work on
setting a subsidy that keeps day care accessible for low-
and moderate-income working parents while putting
that subsidy in proper relation to other strategic priorities
(school-related and otherwise) for use of public funds.

Look for your opportunities to participate in such things
as exploring the IB-related Primary Years Program and
Middle Years Program and in improved counseling and
foreign language studies. Bring your warmest passions
and insights. But also, help us apply the cool intelligence
and friendly spirit that will make our work supportive of
a cohesive, strategically effective community.

Easy Fundraising

Did you know that you can raise money for the PTA
without spending anything extra? The PTA earns mon-
ey from both Box Tops 4 Education and toner recycling
— two projects that cost nothing extra and only take a
small amount of your time. Here’s how it works:

Box Tops for Education

Whenever you buy products from General Mills, look
for the Box Tops 4 Education label on the package.

You will find it on popular brands like Pillsbury, Betty
Crocker, Ziploc, and Old El Paso. For each box top
counted by one of our local brownie troops, the PTA re-
ceives 10¢. First, check the expiration date to make sure
it has not passed. Then trim the box top label on all four
sides and drop them off at the schools. There
are boxes for them in the Mount Daniel lobby
and the TJ hallway near the school store.

K&

Thanks
Voflumteel'&'

Nancy Delew, Meg Haensel, Evelyne
Horovitz, and Judy Lubnow for
organizing the very well-attended
Movie Night.

Jodi Donley, Kathleen Donovan, Pam
Freeman, Liz Friel, Bruce Horovitz,
Angela Newburn, Carol Sly, Paola
Sztajn, and Janet Tan for setting up,
cleaning up, and serving pizza, drinks,
and other goodies at Movie Night.
Kevin Schmidt and Austin Nooter
for manning the cash register at the
start of Movie Night food sales.
Steve Schmidt for making popcorn all
evening long and, best of all, for get-
ting sound out of the system, so we
were not all watching a silent movie!

Jackie Bossart, Melissa Dana, and
Sue Neuhart for testing the hearing
and vision of our third graders.

Toner Recycling

Old toners can be recycled at both of the schools
also. Bring the old toner from your printer,
copier, or fax machine and deposit it in the box
in either the Mount Daniel lobby or the TJ copy
room. The amount varies per toner, but the PTA
earns several dollars for each toner.

Spring Fling
On May 20, 2007, please join us for a Falls
Church Elementary PTA day at Upton Hills on
Wilson Blvd. The batting cages and miniature
golf will be available for use at reduced prices.
There will also be traditional Spring Fling
activities like the cake walk, face painting, and
a rock climbing wall. Mark your calendar and
look for more information on this in future is-
sues of the Advocate.



